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IN THE COMMUNITY

WINTER 2019

Social Security Card 

Medicare Card

IDENTIFICATION & BENEFITS INSURANCE  Copy Front & Back of Cards for Both Spouses as Applicable

COPY OF MOST RECENT STATEMENTS As Applicable

NEW MEMBERS

FOR ANY VEHICLES

GENERAL

FOR MEDICAID APPLICANTS

Driver’s License

Veterans Benefits 

Birth Certificate

Title Certificates

Registration

Tax returns for last four years

Pre-paid Funeral Arrangements 

Pre-planning for Funeral, Memorial Service, 

Celebration of Life or Shiva 

Deed to burial plot or mausoleum 

Memorandum of final wishes 

Account statements for the past five 

years (checking/savings, CDs, 

brokerage, investment)

Account statements from any closed bank 

account for the past five years (checking/ 

savings, CDs, brokerage, investment)

Mortgage Statement or Lease

Social Security Statement 

Marriage Certificate(s)

Insurance

Property Tax Bill

Water Bill 

Divorce Decree(s) 

Maintenance & Repair Records 

Supplemental or Additional 
Health Care Insurance Cards

Supplemental or Additional 
Health Care Insurance Premium Bill

Retirement Account Statements 
- IRAs, 401K, 403B, 457
- Pension Benefits
- Profit Sharing Plan
- Deferred Compensation Plans

Non Retirement Account Statements 
- Stocks/Bonds
- Mutual Funds
- Life Insurance Policies

- Long Term Care Insurance Policies

- Annuities

Military Service Discharge Certificates

Useful Document Checklist For Seniors, Their Families and Caregivers

Message from the Partners
At Donohue O’Connell & Riley, we have had the 

privilege of working with a diverse group of 
clients. Through years of hard work, they have 

accumulated life savings that they want to protect 
from taxation, probate and long-term care costs.  
The assets that made them wealthy are not just 

financial, but often things that are more difficult 
to value: hard work, calculated risks, and a bit of 
good luck. For our clients, the results of this trifecta have translated into 

ownership stakes in real estate and businesses, fully funded retirement 
plans, and above all, wisdom gained along the path to success. Leaving 
a legacy is about much more than handing down dollars and cents: it’s 
about passing on hard-won lessons as well.  
Let us help you avoid the traps associated with aging that can undermine 

and erode your life’s work. If you don’t know how your estate plan 

can save taxes, avoid probate, and protect against long-term care 

costs, schedule an appointment to talk with us today.
 -Joe and Kristin

As a regional firm that keeps in close contact 
with the communities it serves, it is an honor 
to support a range of organizations that our 
clients value including arts, culture, music, 
athletics and educational institutions. Here’s 
what we were upto in 2018:

• Joe Donohue & Iona Evans worked pro bono 
for St. Anne’s College, Oxford University.

• The Exeter office adopted 2 Seacoast families 
through St. Michaels Church. Each family has 4 
children, and both families were given $1000 
in gifts and groceries for Christmas.

•   Joe Donohue started a $100K scholarship 
fund at Boston College Law school.

•  Jim Riley & Tom O’Connell donated $10K  
to Helping Hands of Rockland County via the  
Konnight Charitable Trust

Iona Evans - Exeter Office
Iona joined DOCR Law in August 2018. She is passionate about helping people implement estate planning and legal 
strategies to maximize long-term results. Iona focuses her practice on advising clients with multiple assets and revenue 
streams to help them to minimize their tax burden and avoid potential liability.

“I am excited to join DOCR’s team of attorneys and support staff who are experienced and insightful about the 
estate planning process and beyond. In the few months since I have joined DOCR, I have been privileged to bring 
my depth of experience to bear to help clients achieve their goals, preserve their investments, and fulfill dreams 
for their estates, businesses and charitable organizations.”       

Vincent Savino - Pearl River Office
Vincent advises clients in both the Pearl River and Warwick offices of the firm. Everyone who meets him appreciates 
his calm demeanor and depth of experience. In 2004, Vince joined a firm that also offered Estate Planning and Elder 
Law services and began to develop his focus on Trusts and Estates law.

Vincent came to DOCR because of the firm’s “small town” approach to “big city” problems. Vincent says “The partners 
here give me the opportunity, and actually encourage me, to provide a unique, personalized experience with our 
firm.” Vincent is happy to spend more time working with clients to create solutions to situations, as opposed to the  
“one-size-fits-all” approach that is commonly associated with larger firms.  The feedback that the firm receives about 
Vincent and his approach is overwhelmingly positive.

ESTATE, TAX & ELDER LAW ATTORNEYS
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NEW YORK OFFICES 

PEARL RIVER, NY: 845-735-5050 
WARWICK, NY: 845-986-9596 
NEW YORK CITY, NY: 844-50-TRUST 

NEW HAMPSHIRE OFFICE

EXETER, NH: 603-580-5786
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18 Hampton Road, Suite 3A-2, Exeter, NH 03833

State by State 
Tax Rate

Comparisons

Looking at the retirement landscape through a 
tax lens, where you retire can have a big impact 
on your spending power and quality of life. 
Consult with your attorney for the best strategy, 
including moving your assets to a NH trust no 
matter where you live.

NY
7% to
8.875%†

$5.49M
3.06% ($5.49 M) –
16% ($15.59 M+)

8.82%

CT 6.35% $3.6M
7.8% ($3.6 M) – 
12% ($13.7 M+)

6.99%

VT 6 to 7%§ $2.75M 16% flat rate8.95%

NJ 6.625% NA NA8.97%

RI 7% $1.56M
0.8% ($1.56 M) –
16% ($11.6 M+)

5.99%

ME 5.5% $5.6M
8% ($5.6M) –
12% ($11.6 M+)

7.15%

NH 0% NA NA0%

Top Sales 
Tax Rate

Estate Tax
Threshold (2019)

Estate 
Tax Rate

Top Income 
Tax Rate

PA 6% to 8%‡ NA NA3.07%

MA 6.25% $1M
0.8% ($1 M) – 
16% ($11.04 M+)

5.1%

NYC 8.875% $5.49M
3.06% ($5.49 M) –
16% ($15.59 M+)

12.7% (3.88% local 
+ 8.82% state)

 
Welcoming a new child to your family is always a joyous occasion. It is also a 
great time to ensure your estate will benefit and support the next generation.

Make sure that your estate will provide for your new spouse or child’s spouse.
Even if you are not yet married, you can adjust your estate to benefit your 

partner.

Feel secure as you transition to the next stage of your life by reviewing your 
estate plan at retirement.

Beyond family and loved ones, many clients allocate their estates to benefit

organizations and charities that serve their passions.

It is important to adjust your estate so that assets allocated to former

beneficiaries are redistributed to other loved ones.

Safeguard your livelihood by establishing a business succession plan

in your estate.

If you find yourself the beneficiary of a sudden windfall, be sure to account 
for your new assets in your estate.

It is always a best practice to review your estate every three to five years 

to take into account new life events and changes to the law.

1. New Child

or Grandchild

3. Retirement

5. Expand Your 

Beneficiaries

Celebrate this important milestone by making sure all your estate documents

are up to date and properly recognize your new adult beneficiary. Additionally   
adult children need Power of Attorney, HIPAA Release and Health Care Proxy 
before heading off to college, so that their parents can still act on their behalf 

in the event of an emergency.

6. Child Has 

Reached the

Age of 18

Whether or not you plan on moving to a new state, reviewing state laws for 
regular updates is always wise. In addition, federal laws, including the 2017 

Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, continue to adjust for inflation and change over time, 

so  it is important to make sure your estate maximizes the benefits that these 

changes provide.

4. New Laws

7. Divorce or 

Death in the

Family

8. Opening a

New Business

9. Receiving 

an Inheritance

10. The Passage 

of Time

2. New Marriage

Top Ten Reasons to Update Your Estate Plan


